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"Why did you not have the courage to challenge me in my 
face? Why use an intermediary? 

"I will be quite frank as to what I have been thinking about 
your possible place in the scheme of things and the Work for 
Thelema and the Master Therion. 

"You are the oldest living, consistent - and loyal in your 
way - Thelemite. Old Achad files, reports and papers show that 
you have been in the Work since 1917 (I think, cannot check exactly 
at this moment, the letters are all here) and I believe, never 
faltered. You established Agape Lodge in 1931 (was it?) and you 
kept the flag flying (or fluttering) on the West Coast for many 
years. Do not fear that I forget, or neglect this, or fail to 
appreciate it. You can see the proof of this in my attitude to 
you in that I encouraged Soror Estai some years ago to resume 
contact with you (and also Dr. Montenegro for one purpose). Also, 
when Mr. and Mrs. Sihvonen returned from here to California, Ero 
S. carne to me &/asked'''me: when we return, would it be all right 
if I see Smith? I said: sure, go and see him! I added: you may 
be able to learn from him things I cannot teach. (I expected him 
to see you, and to hear about it, it was months later that I 
heard he had not done so.) 

"We all have our qualities and our defects (if you will permit 
me this banality). I wish I had met you personal'ly. What I con­
sidered, for instance, as a serious defect in you was that you 
were unable to collaborate with Viator, and - with you two as a 
team of stallions - succeeded in galloping the Chariot of Thelema 
straight to the Sun, with. 666· as the charioteer. 

"I had known Max since 1925 in Chicago and New York. I had 
watched his plus and his minus. However, I found him changed and 
matured when I cooperated with him again after 1941. With A.C., I 
was distressed by your continued failure to be able to find a 
method of cooperation with him, I am liitill convinced ': :bh.at- had 
you been able to do it - your combined qualities would have been 
crowned with success, Overwhelmingly. Instead you showed petti­
ness, bickering, jealousy - and, last, not least, that silly 
national angle came in: that Max was a German, and all the rest. 
You and your dependents are still nursing such unThelemic notions. 

"I disregard the sordid sexual angle in your running of Agape 
Lodge, I view this as youthful beginner's folly, and thus adding 
to experience, 

"But you showed "Lack of Devotion" in that you failed to sub­
o rdinate All efforts to Grand Lodge and appeared set on viewing 
the local lodge as the Supreme thing •. I s this a trait of subtle 
selfishness in your make-up? That ultimately you pursued (and 
pursue?) personal ends? That you failed to see that all we can 
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