






































































death shall be lovely: whoso seeth it shall be glad. Thy 
death shall be the seal of the promise of. our age long love. 
Come.' lift up thine heart and rejoice' We are one; we are 
none. 

There is help and hope in other spells. Wisdom says: be 
strong' Then canst thou bear more joy. Be not animal; 
refine thy rapture' If thou drink, drink by the eight and 
ninety rules of art: if thou love, exceed by delicacy; and if 
thou do ought joyous, let there be subtlety therein' 

But exceed' exceed' 

Strive ever to more' and if thou art truly mine-and doubt 
it not, an if thou art ever joyous' -death is the crown of all. 

Ah' Ah' Death' Death' thou shalt long for death. Death 
is forbidden, a man, unto thee. 

The length of thy longing shall be the strength of its glory. 
He that lives long and desires death much is ever the King 
among the Kings. 

Fear not at all; fear neither men nor Fates, nor gods, nor 
. anything. Money fear not, nor laughter of the folk folly, nor 
any other power in heaven or upon the earth or under the 
earth. 

But your holy place shall be untouched throughout the 
centuries: though with fire and sword it be burnt down and 
shattered, yet an invisible house there standeth, and shall 

. stand until the fall of the Great Equinox. 

Now this myster,}' of the letters is done, and I want to go on 
to a holier place. 

Also for beauty's sake and love's' 

Despise also all cowards; all fools despise' . 

But the keen and the proud, the royal and the lofty; ye are 
brothers' 

As brothers fight ye' 

There is no law beyond Do what thou wilt, 

Love is the law, love under will. 

36 

, 

• 

, 



COLLECTS OF THE GNOSTIC MASS 

. Lord visible and sensible of whom this earth is but a frozen 
spark turning about thee with annual and diurnal motion, 
source of light, source of life, let thy perpetnal radiance 

. hearten us to continual labour and enjoyment; so that as. 
we are constant partakers of thy bounty we may in our 
particular orbit give out light and life, sustenance and joy 
to them that revolve about us without diminution of 
substance or effulgence for ever. 

Lord secret and most holy, source of light, source of life, 
source of love, source of liberty, be though ever constant 
and mighty within us, force of energy, fire of motion; with 
diligence let us ever labour with thee, that we may remain 
in thine abundant joy. 

Lady of night, that turning ever about us art now visible 
and now invisible in thy season, be thou favourable to 
hunters, and lovers, and to all men that toil npon the earth, 
and to all mariners upon the sea. 

Lord of Life and Joy, that art the might of man, that art the 
essence of every true god that is upon the surface of the 
Earth, continuing knowledge from generation to generation, 
thou adored or' us upon heaths and in woods, on mountains 
and in caves, openly in the market places and secretly in 
.the chambers of our houses, in temples of gold and ivory 
and marble as in the temples of our bodies, we worthily 
commemorate them worthy that did of old adore thee and 
manifest thy glory unto men. Oh Sons of the Lion and the 
Snake! with all thy saints we worthily commemorate them 
worthy that were and are and are to come. May their 
essence be Iiere present, potent, puissant, and paternal to 
perfect this feast! 
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GNOSTIC ANTHEM 

"Thou who art I, beyond aU I am, 
Who has no nature, and no name, 
Who art, when all but thou are gone, 
Thou, centre and secret of the Sun, 
Thou, hidden spring of aU things known 
And unknown, Thou aloof, alone, 
Thou, the true fire within the reed 
Brooding and breeding. source and seed 
Of life, love, liberty and light, 
Thou beyond speech and beyond sight, 
Thee I invoke, my faint fresh fire 
Kindling as mine intents aspire. 
Thee I invoke, abiding one, 
Thee, centre and secret of the Sun, 
And that most holy mystery 
Of which the vehicle am l. 
Appear, most awful and most mild, 
As it is lawful, in thy child! 
For of the Father and the Son 
The Holy Spirit is the norm; 
Male-female, quintessential, one, 
Man-being veiled in woman-form. 
Glory and worship in the highest, 
Thou Dove, mankind that deifiest, 
Being that race, most royaUy run, 
To spring sunshine through winter storm. 
Glory and worship be to Thee, 
Sap of the world-asb, wonder tree! 
Glory to thee from Gilded Tomb 
Glory to thee from Waiting Womb. 
Glory to thee from Earth unploughed ! 
Glory to thee from virgin vowed! 
Glory to thee, true Unity 
Of the Eternal Trinity! " 
Glory to thee, thou sire and dam 
And Self of I am that I am. 

Love is the law, love under will. 
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