








































































"I am very glad to hear from you this morning. 
that the book has arrived so quickly. I was afraid 
get it before Christmas at the earliest. 

I am amazed 
you would not 

"Jack tells me that booksellers want to get hold of copies and 
I am writing to him by this mail suggesting that he shQuld .borrow 
your copy for a day or two to show them, with the idea of getting 
orders. 

"I am very happy that you think it a worthy production. There 
are a few mistakes, and it is indeed annoying that we could not 
afford to have all the cards reproduced in colour, but never mind, 
the time will come as they used to say on Ninth Avenue and the 
Surrey Side. Sorry you have had trouble with Tusks. You are not 
the only one. I am very pleased to hear that you-all are now 
getting so active. It is like lighting a fire, it goes on and 

. on, one flicker after another, and then quite suddenly the whole 
thing bursts out. It is up to you to get ready for that happening. 
You have got to make plans for action today when you have people 
rolling up of :' l;Ot:lO at.':a :::.t:ime. 

"I have not so much as thought of David Sturgis for God knows 
how many years. He was always completely crazy and I should think 
his four mo.nths "great magical retirement" ought to have done him 
good. One of the strangest creatures that I ever met. He was 

. always doing the craziest things, and getting into the most ridi­
culous kinds of hot water. His misadventures with that awful 
actress, Kershaw,still remain in my mind. 

"Your pen'ultimate paragraph, after beginning as sensibly as the 
rest of your letter, suddenly goes haywire. I cannot imagine what 
the other little item is, and who the devil is Agna Enters. Your 
final paragraph is even more mysterious. I cannot make out what 
in the world you mean by it. Apparently you are trying to swear 
without letting anyone know about it." 

By October of that year, the manuscript of LIBER ALEPH was in 
Karl's hands and Frederick, who had been in New York for several 
months, read it. He was overwhelmed and probably illuminated by 
it, as Karl reported. He asked Jane if she could make some type­
written copies. 

Jane then reported her experience with the mss. of LIBER ALEPH: 

"You anticipated me in the matter of Liber Aleph. How many 
times I copied that book I know not. Three different times for 
myself I remember - they were used, one by one, as the months went 
by. Oddly enough it was my choice of the whole lot on my arrival 
in Cefalu. When going to London, I made still another copy. Shirley, 
of the Occult Review eventually got that copy, with the idea of later 
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publication. He sold out; the buyer would not release the copy 
because Shirley had advanced L5 on acceptance of the Mss. Given 
to Shirley by Mudd, or Murray, I do not remember which. 

"Were I to do it alone, I would put an outside limit of 4 
weeks - with possibly 3 weeks to finish." 

But Jane discovered that even more time was needed. She got 
other O.T.O. members to help with the copies and quite a few were 
turned out. She was also busy giving talks both to members of the 
Order and to outsiders. Sometimes 17 or so persons showed up at 
hers and Mary K's small bungalow to hear her. She reported on these 
to Aleister and he replied: 

"I was delighted to get yours of November lOth with the notes 
of the Talks. Please do not under-rate them. I think both of 
them excellent in every way. Of course I have not any very clear 
idea of the atmosphere, and I don't know the sort of people whom 
you are addressing, but in any case I have nothing for you but 
congratulation and encouragement. 

"I cannot quite understand your paragraph about Agna. You 
tell me nothing. Is she one of us? 

"I am quite overwhelmed with work. I have now written over 
70 of the Letters and am just getting out a circular asking for 
further questions. The entries close at the Spring Equinox. By 
that time the Letters ought to amount to the contents of two fairly 
fat volumes, and I think that from what everyone tells me they 
should be a great success. People with no knowledge of the subject 
whatever have been able to understand them and seem to be quite • 
brightened up by reading them. My present difficulty is putting 
them in order. I think the best way will be to group them, and 
that ought not to be difficult because each Letter sticks pretty 
close to its avowed subject. 

"I must cut this short. 
one day a week at the best, 
week I am lucky." 

I only have someone to take my letters 
arid that is not always the case. This 

And so ended 1944 with a great deal more hope that Thelema would 
catch on from all the parties concerned. 

To be continued. 
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