


















































































this business was not done under the name of the O.T.O. Wilfred 
and Jacobi explained to him about the tax advantages that went 
with the title of Church both in the u.s. and in California. He 
then grudgingly accepted the term. The Constitution as written 
up in the BLUE EQUINOX was used in the incorporation papers and 
the O.T.O. was now an official body in the State of California. • 

-Jane was secretary and also helped with the financial accounts. 
She wrote thus: . 

"Sept. 21, 1935, the ORDO TEMPLI ORIENTIS was started in the 
United States of America by putting on the reception degree of 
Minerval on the sands some distance out from Playa Del Rey, Calif. 

"Before leaving for the "desert", Brother Smith gave a short 
talk on the history of the Order, its antiquity, and mentioned 
some of the Great Ones who had gained their wisdom through Its 
formulae and gave in return weight and dignity to It. He reminded 
the candidates of the solemnity of the occasion and pointed them 
towards the importance of the step they were taking." 

There were already five initiates of the Order as this had 
been done earlier. These were Jane, Wilfed, Regina, Max and Jacobi. 
That night they initiated seven more and at the end of the evening 
wilfred announced that the name of the Lodge would be Agapae. In 
Greek, this has the meaning of brotherly love. The group met every 
month and each time Wilfred did his best to train the members in 
the meanings of the work, of the rituals, how to understand LIBER 
AL VEL LEGIS, what it meant to be a brother and all related subjects. 

The next year, there was some sort of peace between Wilfred 
and Max and the latter joined in with Jane in giving twice monthly 
lessons on Thelemic subjects. They did not charge for these lessons 
but only hoped to attract more people into the Lodge. A few more 
joined, but not all attended the classes. 

Crowley had a great deal of difficulty to get LIBER AL VEL 
LEGIS published in a small paper edition and asked them all to 
raise about $300. for this. They appealed to all and sundry and 
were able to send half this sum and a little later, to send the 
rest of it. But A.C. was not really satisfied with the slow devel­
opment of these matters and continually asked that they all do 
more. He was especially hard on Dane, thinking that she could 
certainly take better charge, raise more money, etc. 

But now disaster struck: Jane wrote in her diary: 
" We have just received a blow! 
"Last night Wilfred received a long-distance phone call from 

San Bernardino saying the firm were investigating Jacobi for be­
longing to an immoral Order and living openly with a woman. 
(Marguerite gave up her apartment and moved irito Jacobi's apart­
ment with him "until she could find a place.") The speaker also 
said Jacobi was in danger of losing his job. Wilfred immediately 
telephoned these items to Jake, that he could be forearmed . The 
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result is Jake is scared and has decided to give up the Order." 

Aug. 16. "Jake called .this a.m., saying he remembered his pledge. 
(I put my trust in .myself in all cases of need) and decided to 
weather the . storm,· job or nO job. He also did the Deacon's role 
in the Mass tonight .• " 

Aug. 20 Regina saw Jake tonight, out at Eagle Rock. He would 
scarcely speak to her, said he wanted to be left alone, that he 
was through with us all and did not want us to approach him in any 
way. 

"On Monday afternoon he spoke with Macbeth, head of the Gas Company 
on the sug.gestion of Wilfred and when Smith phonErlhim that evening, 
he said Macbeth "kp.ew plenty". But Jake has not told us of the 
conversation, what was .. said, etc., and has in addition sent all 
the account bOQks, etc., to Max, of all things! 

"Why can he be so panicky! . 

A week later she noted that Jacobi had married Marguerite. It 
is possible that his former wife, whom he had recently divorced 
in MexicQ, was at the bottom of the trouble. 

As it was, they had lost Leota and Bamber the previous year 
due to the .same type of trouble. Leota had gotten a Mexican divorce 
from Max .and had married Bamber. The two then lost interest in the 
O.T.O. 

Then next came a letter to Wilfred from Baphomet challenging 
his loyalt~ and financiai integrity with the probability of sus­
pension. This . had everyone flabbergasted and puzzled as they 
could not understand why this should happen. There was a good 
deal of discussion on the event and Jane wrote a letter to 666 on 
Wilfred's behalf • 

. Oct. 3, 1936 e.v. 

"Most Holy, Most Illuminated and Most Worshipful Father: 

Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law. 

Your communication of September 16th to Brother Wilfred T. 
Smith leaves me dumbfounded and I cannot but write you the facts 
as I see them. 

1. Administration of finances. 
Although I have seen the ledger (I signed all cheques with 

Jacobi) I did not examine it thoroughly. Here I can but ··:cepeat 
what Jacobi, who set up the book told me: namely, that it was 
arranged to save Wilfred income tax - if that means anything. 
However, I feel sure Wilfred can straighten out a&misunderstanding 



here, if he is given the facts on which the accusation is based, 
for his honesty and loyalty are unquestionable. 

2. Commercial considerations. 
I would like to go on record as branding this information a 

base falsehood. More: a malicious lie. 
NO, we did not know "all this had been reported" to you. 

(May I know your informant?) And I do not know to what letter of 
mine you refer, unless it be that of June 1. And if . so, what has 
that. letter to do with the matter? 

We have worked hard and uninterruptedly - Smith, Regina and 
myself- these past years to establish Thelema and the O.T.O. -
this matter is Smith's life's blood. Since Jacobi's departure, 
the Lodge, of course, is marking time due to lack of man power; 
but please believe me when I say that neither the Order nor the 
Mass would survive the withdrawal of Smith. 

Love is the law, love under will 
Yours in the bonds of the Order". 

The i .nformant turned out to be Max, who had misread the account 
book and had sent it . on to A.C. with entirely erroneous remarks. 
Nor could. Aleister know what was going on, since he had not taken 
the trouble . to enquire. 

But the damage was done, there were no more Lodge meetings as 
all of the students either left or were taking their instructional 
lessons from Max. However, the Mass was still given every Sunday 
night "and Regina and Jane 'both landed jobs as night school teachers 
in dramatics and speech. 

To be continued . 
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